Whittier homemaker makes final round on ABC’s new American Inventor show.

A mother of eight knows a thing or two about running a household.  Add to that a vibrant personality and a degree in home economics and you’ve got a dynamite package.   Meet La Habra Heights resident, Sandra Phillips.  
Phillips, author, lecturer and HGTV specialist, has delighted audiences for years with her professionalism and mom-in-the-trenches savvy.   Most recently, Phillips expanded her repertoire to include inventor.
Her invention, the Klean-GuRoo, a mobile cleaning cart sized just right for the home.   
“One of the biggest challenges I face as a mother and the topic that brings in numerous questions is cleaning,” Phillips said.  “Not only do people want to know how to clean but they want to know how to do it faster.”

Families don’t have large blocks of time to devote to cleaning.  Between work, school and activities, a few minutes here and there are all that most families can muster. 
Phillips, also an efficiency expert, found that large chunks of time were wasted gathering cleaning supplies.  “Supplies are often scattered around the house: in a closet, on a shelf, buried in a cupboard.  Getting ready to clean is a lengthy process,” she said.
To remedy this, Phillips used to recommend keeping cleaning supplies in a portable caddie.  But this system had its limitations because large items like brooms, buckets and mops still had to be fetched and hauled all over the house.

Phillips knew a cleaning cart for the home was the answer but was unable to find one in a suitable size for residential use.  So Phillips contacted her business partner, renowned cleaning expert Don Aslett, and the two of them started bouncing ideas off each other.

As the pair began designing the cart they set some tough objectives: the cart had to be small enough to fit into most homes yet big enough to hold bulky cleaning equipment; it had to be light enough to push easily around the house yet strong enough to withstand daily use and abuse (kids can think of a few other things to do with a cart than just clean); it had to adapt to any brand of cleaning products to allow for individual preference; and possibly most important, the cart had to have a unique personality.   
“Personality is very important to me,” Phillips said.  “I didn’t want it to look like other carts on the market.  It needed to appeal to kids and adults.” 
From the beginning a kangaroo has been Phillip’s inspiration because of its family instincts and its ability to carry everything that’s important to it.
After four years and several different prototypes, Phillips and Aslett have landed on a model that meets all their guidelines.  
Weighing in at just 13 pounds, and resembling a kangaroo right out of the ‘out-back,’ the  Klean-GuRoo is light enough to maneuver from room to room and able to hold 30 different products.  From brooms to buckets, and paper towels to pumice stones, it holds them all.  
“Families won’t have to dig ‘down-under’ anymore to retrieve cleaning supplies,” quipped Phillips, with a bit of Australian humor.

The cart is light and small.  Requiring about the same floor space as a laundry basket, the cart fits comfortably into any home or apartment.  

The kangaroo design also adds a bit of whimsy to tedious tasks so it really speaks to kids and adults.

“I recently received a letter from a family in Virginia,” Phillips said.  A wife had given her husband a Klean-GuRoo for Christmas.  He was so pleased with it that he actually showed it off to a group of friends during their New Year’s Eve party.”

Phillips has received many compliments from cart users.  Owners love having all their supplies in one place because it saves time and frees up space.  Mothers say their kids clean more often because the kangaroo makes chores seem fun.  
Inventing a product is not for the faint-hearted, however.  Getting the cart to market has been more challenging than Phillips thought.  “I’ve been amazed at the details, roadblocks and expenses that have come along,” she said.  I couldn’t have done it without Don’s expertise.”  

Sandi’s partner, Don Aslett, owns his own publishing company and several Cleaning Centers that carry his personal line of products.  “Getting a product to market is never easy,” Aslett said.  “It takes creativity and determination, and Sandi’s got both.”
Phillips’drive was evidenced last month when she and Aslett were called back for final auditions for ABC’s new reality show, American Inventor.  The show debuts in March and will feature nine inventions by everyday Americans.  It’s based on the premise of American Idol.  The audience votes off one invention each show and the last one remaining gets a million dollars.
“There were thousands of people who auditioned in November,” Phillips said.  “Don and I knew it was a long shot but we decided we had as good a chance as anyone.  Who’s more every day American than a mother of eight and a janitor?”

For their first audition, Phillips entered with a toilet brush in her teeth and her arms loaded with cleaning products.  It must have caught the judges’ attention because she and Aslett were invited back to the semi-final round and then the final round.   
“We were one of the last 48,” Phillips said.  “So we’ll get some great national coverage.” 
American Inventor premiers March 16.  Klean-GuRoo will be shown during one of the episodes.” 
“I know the cart has a lot of potential,” Phillips said.  “It’s perfect for any household: busy professionals with little time to clean, couples living in small apartments, families with children who need to learn to work, and seniors and people with disabilities who find bending and lifting difficult will appreciate the independence they can maintain by using the cart.” 
Klean-GuRoo costs $149 empty or can be purchased fully loaded with Don Aslett’s complete line of quality homecare products and how-to booklet for $249.  
For more information, visit www.Live-Right.com or call 1-800-451-2402.

